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Beyond the Bike: The Next Revolution 
 
The Original Adventure 
In 2011/12, city economist turned teacher, Stuart Block cycled a tandem from South Africa to London. The 
journey raised over £120,000 for Beyond Ourselves, an educational charity in Africa, as well as other projects en 
route. He won the prestigious Just-Giving ‘Endurance Fundraiser of the Year’ award in 2013 and wrote a closely 
followed economics blog – ‘The Economic Cycle’ during the adventure.  
The blog used serendipitous encounters with locals, economists and policymakers to illustrate the economic 
issues faced by Africa’s one billion people. Since returning, he has lectured to various audiences including the 
Economic Research Council and the National Conference of Economics teachers. More information about the 
original adventure and the economic cycle can be found on www.beyondthebike.org 
 

          
 
The Next Revolution 
Setting off in September 2015 Stuart will cycle to China on the same tandem, following ancient and new ‘silk 
routes’ with fellow teacher, Claire Le Hur. Keeping the back seat of the tandem free for those they meet en route, 
Claire will ride a bamboo bike, built by an African social enterprise that Stuart helped to set up during his 
original trip. Starting in East Africa, they will follow the journey of key natural resources, such as Copper and 
Gold, along the South-South trade routes to resource-hungry Asia, exploring their uses in the new economic 
super-powers; India and China. In partnership with social enterprise Fairphone, one major theme will be the 
supply chain of mobile phones and their role in 21st century education.  
 

       
 
Using the phone and other technology to record and broadcast the adventure, they hope to explore the shifting 
balance of power in the world economy in an educational project aimed at students worldwide. In partnership 
with Tutor2U, one of the world’s leading educational websites, and with the British Council’s connecting 
classrooms programme, they will produce blogs, videos, skype lessons and other educational resources 
examining themes that have helped shape economic development over the centuries, including trade, 
technology and education.  
 

L: Bamboo Bikes featured in 
the Financial Times 
R: A choice of new & old ‘silk 
routes’ in an ‘economic cycle’, 
exploring the journey of gold, 
copper & other resources from 
Africa to Asia & back to 
Europe. 

 
 

 

With Mungwe the Masai, 
equipped with sword & 
mobile phone;  
Discussing the economic 
cycle with ‘Undercover 
Economist’ Tim Harford     
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Sponsor Requirements and Benefits 
Stuart and Claire will travel on a shoestring budget and all personal fundraising will go directly to the charities. 
However, to develop the educational platform effectively, including hiring a UK based teacher to help build 
resources and market into schools and universities, they are currently seeking corporate partners. More than 
ten companies supported the original ‘Beyond the Bike’ adventure, including Investec Asset Management, P20, 
Copperbelt Energy and Topeak. As well as the philanthropic associations with such a project, these companies 
benefited from branding and links in the blogs, video and social media platforms and were able to work with 
Stuart after the trip. For example, as a brand ambassador for Riemann P20, interviews with Stuart and media 
from the trip were used in their promotional videos as part of successful sales pitches to large multinational 
retailers. 
 
‘Beyond the Bike 2015’, given its existing educational partners, has far greater reach: 
 
Tutor2u is used by over 3,500 schools and colleges in the UK and in educational institutions in over 85 other 
countries with more than 35 million unique visitors to its website every year. They specialize in promoting and 
developing real world case studies for teachers and students. Aimed at 16 -21 year olds it would be an 
opportunity to build brand loyalty at entry level as well as marketing to potential graduate employees.  
 
The British Council works in over 100 countries, supporting educators in the UK and worldwide to work 
together to enrich the quality of education in schools and equip young people worldwide to live and work 
successfully in a global society. In the next five years, the connecting classrooms programme will directly reach 
30,000 schools, 120,000 teachers and two million learners worldwide. 
 
The blog will also be hosted on several different websites including the Economic Research Council, providing 
potential access to over 10,000 City workers. Sundog Pictures, a socially orientated media company founded by 
Sam Branson, is planning to make a documentary about the trip.   
 

 
About the Riders 
Both Cambridge graduates and teachers, they have a passion for education through adventure.  
 
Stuart worked for eight years as an economist in the City, initially at Schroders before covering global themes at 
Citigroup. These included comparing the tech boom with previous industrial revolutions and the current 
growth of emerging market consumption. He wrote a top rated economics daily and appeared on Bloomberg, 
Reuters and BBC television.  
In 2009 he transitioned into teaching at Cranleigh School, being promoted in 2010 to head of Economics and 
Business Studies. The original cycling venture helped to build and consolidate links for Cranleigh with Kawama 
community school in Zambia. In July 2013, he moved to Morpeth Comprehensive School in Tower Hamlets, 
London to introduce Economics GCSE and A Level. He remains there as head of department.  
 
Claire graduated with a Classics degree and an MPhil in second language education. She teaches Latin, Ancient 
Greek, French and Classical Civilisation and was head of Classics at Rugby School from 2007- 2014. She is now 
working at Colfe’s School, teaching Classics and co-ordinating their outreach work. She speaks French, Spanish 
and Italian and is learning Mandarin in preparation for cycling through China! Claire is a novice cyclist; before 
meeting Stuart, her experience of cycling was based on rushing to lectures. Her debut on a road bike was up the 
famous Col de la Colombière in the snow.  
 

The Charities 
The aim would be to raise another £100,000 for Beyond Ourselves (the original partner for Beyond the Bike) 
and United World Schools, a similar educational charity focused in Asia, as well as some other potential projects 
along the route.  

mailto:bike@beyondourselves.co.uk
http://www.beyondourselves.co.uk/
http://www.unitedworldschools.org/

